The Athenian Mercury: 
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Hether a Man mayn's put away bis 
Wife in cafe of Fornication, and not 
break the Commandments of God? 

Anfw. No doubt the Querift takes Fornication bere in 

ie largelt Sence, as “tis once or twice ufed in the 

ripture, including Adultery ic felf, and we think 
wes no queftion to be made, but according to the 
ws of Nature, the Law of God, aad the Chriftian 
ww, as well as the Laws ot our own, and almott all 
wher Lands, he may be divore’d for that reafon, or ra- 
ger the Marriage is actually diffolv’d by fuch a breach 
tthe Conjugal vow. But here the Man is not permitted 

» be Judge himfelt, for then perhaps we fhou’d have 

iyorces every week, as oft as ere Men grow weary 

‘their Wives, and for as frivolous Caufes asthe Few, 

(whole Rabbi's teach, a Man may leave his Wile if the 

sits but too much Sale in his Broth, ) tho’ they woud 

necend greater. But an aétion of this concern ougist 

m have legal proof, and to be performed in a legil 

wy, fince ‘tis not fair that the fame Perfon fhou'd be 

jh Planciff, Judge and Executioner — Tho’ what fort 

{Evidence will amount to proof inthis caie, and whe- 

er our Laws were not extreamly civil to the Ladies 

this particular, as well as feveral others, are other 
queftions not now to be difcours’d of. 

Queft. 2. How. comes it to pafs that the Animil Spirits 

yn a meer Velle (or act of the Will) are immediately {ent 

w any part of the Body ? 

Anfw. That Spirit as upow Body we are certain, for 

tere cou’'d be no beginning of motion without it, (and 

hme beginning it muft have) fince what 1s naturally un- 
dive, can never put it felf in motion. Further, the 
more pure or fine any matter is, or the more Spiritu- 

i, if we might have liberty to ufe the word, or ra- 

Herthe'nearer it approaches to a Spiritual Subftance, 

the more {trongly, and forcibly and nimbly it moves ; 

swe experience in Winds, which tho’ compos’d of fo 
fe particles as not to be vifible, are endu’d with fuch 
jiodigious Force asto overthrow Towers and Houles, 
wy, to tear up the very Foundations of the Earth, 
jut how it produces thefe operations, how Lightning 
ats on grols Bodies, how Light it felf is perform’d,and 
ie motion of the luminous particles made, we ne’re 
expect to fee clearly difcover’d to the World ;— much 
els in what is pure Spirit : all we can fay is, that the 
pational Soul commands the Imagination, as that tne 

Animal Spirits, or fomewhat equivalent, which are avit 

were breath’'d down from Head to Foot when there's any 

ocafion, by thofe Nerves, or Channels and paths to 
wiich they are accuftom’d ; but agen, if any ask how 

Stirit acts on Body which it can’t touch, we'd gladly learn 

ofthem, and confels our own Ignorance. 

Quelt. 3. Phether every Tadividual of any Species were 

wt afually contain d in the firft Individual of that Spe- 

‘tes ? 

An(w. We anfwer inthe Negative. In fan its clear, 

forthe Form individuates ; the Soul is the Form, or that 

which gives the wery Effence or Being toa Man, and 
makes him be what he is. But the Soul of the Child 

‘Sneither aétually, nor fo much as potentially included 
Othe Parent ; we meanthat Rational Soul which Indi- 

viduates, for its at leaft probable that there are other 

souls, or principles of a¢tion in Man. Then for Invi- 
caals of other Species, neither are they actually iaclu- 

‘ed in their firft Individual, for fume Form or other 
‘ey nauft have, whecher {ubflantial or accideatal, burt 
‘us Form can’t be aétually in the firft, for then one 

‘ting muft have as many diftinét Beizgs as there will 

ter proceed Individuals from it, which may beto us 

finite. Befides, the bic aad nunc mult be prefent ro 
actual Inviduation, whichare both abient here; for it 

Preiegs, che Individual wou'd be before ic 1s, or be and 
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not be, and that a&tually too, at the fame time, which 
isthe greateft abfurdicy imaginable. 

Quett. 4. i hether it’s not a Sin for a Man to marry a Won 
man Superannuated, when he is not fo bimfelf ? 

Anfw. There ere feveral Ends for which Matrimo- 
ny may be lawfully enter'd on. The chief Natural 
End feems to be the continuance of Mankind; but there 
are other Political and Domeftical Ends, as uniting In- 
terefis, murual Society, and fiuch like. There is like. 
wile great difference in the Tempers and Conttitations 
of Men, fome being more vigorous, and endu’d with 
more Natural heat than others, even to excefS in fome 
cafes, whereas others are cool and temperate. From 
thefe two confiderations laid cogether, the Query may 
be foon refolv’d. If a Man can abitain, he may either 
remain unmarryd, Or only marry fos mutual Soctety, or 
the good and advantage of his Family, former Children 
or Relations. 

Quett. 5. Why a Plank of about 3 or 4 Inches thick fhou'd 
as it were make a kind of groaning noife, and -withal a 
little trembling , being touchd with a Red-bot Fires 
Fork ? 

An(w. Isthe groaning Board come to Life agen? If ie 
be, ‘twill now no more pafs for a Miracle than the 
Speaking Head atcer the Players had gotit. Almoft eve- 
ry one that has ever feen a long piece of Wood, has 
obferv'd, that ifyou touch one End, tho’ but with the 
Head or {cratch of a Pin, he that ftands at other end, 
and lays his Ear to it, fhall diftinétly hear ir, tho’ at 
never fo great a diftance, the Air paffing thro’ the long 
Channels of the Pores, and not having room to expa- 
tiate, as Powder thro’ a Gun, or the voice thro’ thofe 
srafs pipes which we read of in the Pids Walls, made 
to convey the found ofan Alarm from one Caftle to the 
other.Something not altogether unlike this happens in the 
prefent cafe: The Heat of the Fork drives in-and tor- 
ments the Air included in the Pores of the Plank, efpe. 
cially if there’s any moifture there, which muft eva- 
porate into Air as foon as toucht by the Fire ; but this 
can’t get forth exactly where the Hole is made, the 
parts being prefs'd againft it, and the Iron it felf for- 
bidding, it muft then neceflarily feck fome other way, 
fr traverfes other Pores in the Body of the Wood, 
makes a perfect Jictle Earthquaketherein, heaves and 
groans, and trembles, till ic finda vent, and this. is all 
the miracle. 

Qielt.6. Whether the Roman Empire from Julius Czfar 
to Julian the Apostate were Eleéftive or Hereditary ? 

Anfw. Partly one, partly cother, partly neither. Ie 
began indeed, as almoft all other great Empires, by 
Force and Conqueft,» under Fulius Cafar, the Com- 
monwealth of Rome falling together with Pompey, its 
laft Defender. However, he did little, hardly layin 
the Foundations, bur rather marking out the Bounds and 
Lines of that great Building, the detign of which feem’d 
to tall with his Death, and that of Auguftus another, one 
ly like it, not the fame ; for he cou’d do nothing till the 
Triumvirate were deftroy’d or broken, by wihofe Con- 
queft he became Lord ofall, rather than by any Adop- 
tion or Succeffion from Fulius 5 accordingly he difpos’d 
arbitrarily of che Empire: and after him, itstrue, fome 
times the next of kin, or at leaft the moft powerful! ¢ as 
was the oldLaw of Taniftry in Ivel ind) ucceeded to the pur- 
ples, and this cuftom held indifferently well to the end of 
the r2 Cafars, but after that, fometimes Forreigners, 
Spaniards, Thracians, Brittains, and other Nations gor 
to the Helm in their turn, fome by the Vores of the Se- 
nate, others by the Eleétion of their Prerorizn Soyuldiers, 
or Forreign Legions (the moft common way of ail 
the reft) and fome fairly bought itand paid for't, the” 
they did nor long enjoy their Bargain, 
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Queft. 7. Why Peaches and Nefavines, as experienc'd 
Gartiners inform us, cannot be propagated by Grafting, as 
well as Apples, Pears, Cherries, Sc. 

Anfe. The Reaton feems to be either from the parti- 
cular confizuration of the Pores ot thofe Trees, which 
probably differ very much from oti.ers, and therefore 
can nese Yully well together, or from the too great 
diference of the Fuices, one being much richer and no- 
bier than the other, or trom the tendernei{s of chole Trees 
above any others. 

Queft.8. Why the Owi was [aid of Old to be facred to 
Minerva, and dear to the City of Athens ? 

Anfw. O Sir! for divers aud iuadry weighty Rea- 
fons which you wot not of. Why ‘twas cear to the 
Athenians, isa plain cafe, becaufe ‘twas Sacred to Mi- 
nerva, call’d allo Ashenz, who gave Name to the City, 
as is fabled on this occafion. Neptune and fhe con- 
tended to whom it belonged, and they were to have 
it who produced the moit beneficial Gift for the ule 
thereof. Neptune fliuck the ground, and Preffo! out 
leaps a Steed capering and flounciag, that none durft 
come near him till he had tamed and made him fit for fer- 
vice. Pallas falls a conjuring in her turn, and up 
fprings an Olive, which as foon as fhe had declar’d all 
its virtues and ufes, the Prize was givento her, andthe 
City call'd after her Name. Its too Jong tocrack the 
Fable, and give you the Mythologick Kernel on’t, for 
which referring you to Nuatales Comes, or where elfe 
you can find it, you muft further know,thit the Asbenians 
upon this built a famousTemple to Minerva,and held both 
her and all hers in great eftimation ever after, ( for Love 
me and Love my Dog ) and fo in came the Ow] jor 
her fhare, in that refpeétand reverence that was paid 
to her Miftrefs. But the Queftion is ftill as trouble- 
fome as ever: Why fhou’d the Goddefs make this Bird ber 
Favourite among all the reft ? The Fables agen tell you, 
that the Crow was firft her delight, but being inclin‘d 
to tatrling, the difcarded her, and chofe Afadge, as a 
fager and wiler Creature in her room, becaufe it fees 
in the Night, and is a grave plodding thing. But there 
was, it feems, likenefs in Body as well as Mind, which 
begat this love between ’em, for Pallas is call'd yaav- 
ums, Owl-ey'd, or rather Owls Face by the Poets (her 
Goddefs-fhip is extreamly beholden to ‘em for the com- 
parifon) becaufe fhe has Gray Eyes as an Owl has, 
( which perhaps fhe kept when fhe turn’d her felf in- 
to a Cat for fear of the Gyants, befides, Grimalkins 
Face and Afadges are not much unlike.) But there is 
till a deep Jearn’d reaton to be fetch’d farther than 
Greece for this huge Friendfhip between Pallas and the 
Owl: The Hebrew word for Owl is MOWIN Thinfe- 
meth, which Bochart endeavours to prove may be de- 
riv'd from the Verb HQOW Mirari, to wonder, or be 
ajtonifved, becaufe other Birds are fo aftonifhd when 
they fee her, and flock about her juft like Crows about 
at Owl. -Nay Arijtorle, chat curious Enquirer into the 
Nature of Animals, cells us that Fowlers. obferving this 
of other Birds, made ufe of the Owl to enfnare ‘em, 
placing her under their Nets, or on the top of a Tree, 
where the {mall Birds flocking together to fo ftrange a 
Speftacle, are taken in their Nets or Lime-twigs. But 
what's this to Pallas ? more thaa is thought: for firft the 
has her Name ’werd ce waarew, ftom fhaking or bran- 
difhing her Spear, and fo dazlings and confounding 
her Enemies with the very fight of that and her Eyes 
together, as ftill they ftood gazing about her, like the 
Birds about an Owl, till fhe {pitted ’em all upon her 
Spear as faft as fhe pleas’d. But what's more, fhe is 
faid to cawry the Gorgons face in her Shield, which daz- 
Red her Enemies exaétly as the fight of the Owl does 
the {mall birds: And what if after all, this dreadful] 
Gorgons Face fhou’d be only an Owls-head of her own 
which fhe carry’d about with her to amufe thofe fhe 
was to fight with > However we dare not pofitively con- 
clude any thing in a matter of fo great concern, but 
leave it to the Querifts own prudent Confiderati- 
on. 
Queft. 9. Whom do you fuppofe to be the Aushor of the 
Whole Duty of Man? @’e. 

Anjw. He orthey, whoever they were, who fo high- 
ly eblig’d the World with thofe excellent pieees, feem 


to anfwer all curious Enequisersas the Ange! formerly, 
others, Ask not the Name, feeing it is fecrer. Aly e 
can be done, is to tel] ‘em what is generaliy faid. “ 
little or nothing be certainly known in. this nae 
Some fay the Bookfeller and King Charles knew ir Othe: 
that even the Bookfeller was ignorant of the Aur 4 
who, as appears from feveral patlages in't, and for 4? 
Form of Prayer, for an <Affliéted Church, writ ar le 
part of thofe Works, particularly the bole Dyn, 
Man, during che Civil Wars here in Eneo/and, Sen 
fay the late Archbifhop was the Author, others De 
Hammond, Dr. Alleftry, Bifhop Fell ; whoever ‘twas + 
pkin he had bin with the King ia his Exile, or ar led 
had been converfant in Forreign parts, by what he men, 
tions of the Popifh werfhip from his own oblervation 
and whoever ‘twas, 'tisagreedon aj] Hands he rei 
dead... That which it feems to us the mof probebj 
Opinion, is, That nofingle perfon cele: ves the Honoy 
on’, fince it appears too great a Work for the bed 
Head inthe World, but rather chat tome Society wa 
engaged therein. And laft!y, whoever was the Author 
or Authors, we think the Whele Dury of Man the bef 
Book next to the Bible that ever was printed, and the 
the beft Writers next to thofe who writ by Ithing 
tion. *! j 


ey We defign next Week to publith our New Pro. 
ject concerning the Natural and Artificial Raritir, 
of every County in Exgland, which when finith'g 
we fhall proceed in the fame Projeé as to other 
Countries, till we have publitht the Natural an 
Artificial Rarities of every Country throughout the 
known World, with Remarks upon each Relation, if 
it pleafe God to {pare us with Life and Health. 


** The 12 Numbers that compleat our 526. Volume 
are now in the Prefs, containing Anfwers to thole 
Ingenious Queftions lately fent us ; and alfo Anfwers 
to all the Papers publifht by the sabaptifts. 


Being much impostun’d by fevera] cf our Querifs tor 
an Elegy upon the Honourable Robert Boyle, Eig; 
we defign to infert it inthe 12 Numbers that con. 
clude our sth. Volume. 


The Gentleman that fent about the Drops of Blood, is 
defir'd to fend again his Name and place of Abode, 
for it las mifcarried, tho’ twas receiy'd, and we 
promife to take particular Care of it. 


Adberttifements. 


CAN Efferday Morning was publifot a Paper interfering 

with our Athenian Project, as is evident from the 
promiles we have long fince made of anfwering al] manner 
of Queftions fent us, we therefore here give publick motict, 


That thofe Queftions which he pretends to anfwer fhall be all 
anfwerd again by ws, that fo neither our Querifis, the Book- 
fellers, nor the London-Coffee-houtes may be impoled upon 
by buying Queftions twice anfwered, fcr tirey fhall always find 
in our Papers the beft of his Thoughts, and ou own Improve. 
ments upon all his Queftions wh atever, together with Remarks 
upon bis Errors. We fhall now change one of our days of pub- 
lifhing into thas of bis, and oftner if be gives us any further 
oscafion, All that this Author has advanced befides Calumny 
and abufe is in Anfwer to one Queftion only about the Soul, 
wherein be tells us, he has run thro all the Opinions of the Ar- 
cients, but he has forgot, or elfe never read thofe of Galen, 
Anaximenes, Thales, Critelaus, ¢o-c.we refer ail she Ingenious 
to what we have wriitenon that Subjed.See Vol. 1.N.6-Q.t 


* * A Farewel-Sermon preached to the United Parith- 
esof St. Mary Woolneth, and St. Afarp Weolchurch-Haw 1a 
Lombard-ftreet. By David Fones Student of Chrifi-Church. 
Oxon. London Printed for Thomas Parkbur at che Bible 
and Three Crowns in Cheapfide, and Brab. Aylmer at the 
Three Pidgeons in Cornhill, 1692. 
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